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OUR WORK. 


House of Education.— We have had the very great pleasure of Mr 
Rooper’s second inspection. We have not, this month, space to publish 
his most valuable report but give the opening and closing paragraphs. 

“On Saturday, the 4th of November, 1893, I visited the House of 
Education at Ambleside, for the second time. Since my first visit in 

November, 1892, the establishment has prospered and increased 

“ In concluding my report for the year 1893, I am anxious to lay stress 
on the very favourable opinion which I have formed of the work which 
Miss Mason has initiated. The training which is given in the House of 
Education is a new departure in education, and will make it possible for 
parents who are anxious to educate their children at home, to combine 
with Home Education many of the advantages which, hitherto, have been 
only obtainable by sending them to school. Judging from the lessons 
which I witnessed, I cannot doubt that the students are thoroughly in 
earnest, and will carry out with success the principles which they have 
learnt at the House of Education. ” 

House of Education Naturalist Club . — Will all the members of the 
club kindly forward their Note Books to Herbert Geldart, Esq., Grove Road, 
Thorpe Hamlet, Norwich, for examination on January 15th, 1894. 

^ so ^ e Club . — For January, as already announced, the subject is 
Hogs. Next month, February, in which, as the closing month of the 
club year, members compete for a prize, the subject is left open in order 
that each member may choose the most convenient style and subject. The 
competition drawings must be bond fide the member’s own unaided work 
from nature ; and they must be sent in before the end of February, 1894. 
thi- " „ IC ’ ^ tl le club continues in existence, it is proposed to go 
Fip-urpo a C y UrS j Fi £ ures - first half of this year we shall study 

the end nf " an bC apt / an( * W ^ en summ er sketching season is over, by 
Mgers’ SI'? S z° UrSe ’ “ P roduce a Portrait in water colour, 
in our next is a wn Lo "’ sc and Parents' Review School . — We hope 
-olrs and dldrem" 130 ^ ^ UP ° n the — ^nation papers both of 

Editor by the hrsTof the ° ntril i Utl °r S ^ always wel come) should reach the 
Kegan Paul X- r n p mont 1 hey may be addressed either c/o Messrs. 

Thf House „, & E aIT ««*«. W.C.. o, ,0 

fulness which the retrospect p“ne ,hc , man >' causes of thank ' 

us, not the least is the raising „n ; b ' U - work ln the P as t year brings to 
Parents who uDon f j* - P a sch ° o1 °f workers on our own lines, 
teachings drkwn from the^o^exD^ P ' N,E - U : P™ciples, build practical 
to the help of parents \V * • P enence > and wise lookers-on who come 

way 0 f writing i n th- p Vltc odlers to join in this good work, whether 

meetings. The more vigorous^nf ' ° F addressin S our Branch 

more need we have of ^ i d numerou s our Branches become the 
ave ot speakers to enforce it. 


THE “P.R” letter bag. 


[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear EDITOR,— There is one point I should like to say a few words 
about in answer to the letter from “ Mary ” in the November number. It 
is, that whatever the money allowance of the children may be, they should 
be taught from their earliest days to act on the Bible principle that the 
tenth part does not belong to them, but to the Treasury of God. At the 
same time the child should be allowed the intense pleasure of deciding 
how, and to what, this portion of his money should be given. The choosing 
and deciding is in itself an excellent education in the responsibility of the 
possession of money. 

It may seem a small matter, but I venture to suggest that it is a 
most important one. There is little exaggeration in saying that at least a 
fourth, and often the most valuable fourth, of the energy and power available 
for all forms of good work, has to be entirely devoted to raising means for 
carrying that work on, and is therefore itself lost as a direct means for 
good I speak from some years of experience, and other workers will bear 
me out in saying, that it is sad to know how often the services of the most 
valuable worker in any work have to be entirely lost to that work, because 
they must be given to the weary task of obtaining the means of carrying it 
on. If the wealth of England paid its tenth, dividing it as each person 
saw best, among Missions, Home and Foreign, Churches, Schools, Hos- 
pitals, Orphanages, Rescue work, the Church Army, Deaconesses and 
Sisterhoods, the results would be immense. All need for begging, ad\er 
tising and appealing would be over, an army of workers would be set rt< 
to do direct work, and oh, the relief from constant worrying anxiety that 

would be given to the very best among them. . 

The pressure for the support of all good work will become pio 
not less but greater in the future, would it not be a mo^t prac ica 
righteous part of the Parents’ Union to prepare the next genera i 

meet the strain ? , , , A 

The point I lay stress on is that the children shou e tiainec 
their own money . I know many children have a coin t> lven . 
their parents, perhaps at the last moment, to put into t^^tyon 
Sunday, but this does not train the child to give in ie * * natura ll y 
money remains intact, and when this raven-like supp > 

.he act of putting into the offertory ceases too 

it had any effect at all upon the child I am a rai 1 Northampton- 

gwe him the same impression ° f ,^ giving away what 

shire child once described as, riease i 
you doesn’t want yourself.’’ 
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added instead to the weekly allowance, and the 

,V ut that a certain part of this weekly sum did not belong to h 

Sat U 7,6 belong to bin. as a trustee for the Great G iver 

decide where it was to be given, I believe the results in a few years 
heereat Like most other good results, it will need a certain wise harden 
in/of the heart on the parent’s side, when the little wishful f ace begs s <> 
much for the particular idol of the moment, which cannot be had without' 
the whole allowance for the week. But it is just at that moment that the 
whole value of the principle is at stake. If the tithe is only to be taken 
from the weekly allowance, when it can be done minus self-sacrifice, then 
we come back again to my honest Northamptonshire child, who called a 
spade a spade. 

Hoping that you will forgive this very long letter,— Yours faithfully, 

T. V u 


1 can highly recommend a Sunday game, price is. 6 d. It is called 
“ Bible Stars, ” published by Miss Langley, Lovejoy’s Library, Reading. 
It consists of finding references, and is so arranged that younger or older 
students of the Bible can enjoy it. 

Also, I have found the problem of leaning back at lessons greatly helped 
by Back Rests— strong, padded— high enough for the head to rest against; 
sold by Mrs. Vallancey, Rosliston Vicarage, Burton -on -Trent, prices 
y. 6 d. and 5.5*. 6 d. 

Also, Coloured Black-board Chalk, most useful for teaching Geography, 
Botany, and Grammar. 

In return for these hints I want specimens of Brush Drawing Designs, 
and 'practical help to carry out Gouin’s method with French. 

M. L. Hart Davis, 

Dunsden Vicarage, Reading. 


kar Editor, 1 am glad you are inviting discussion on the sort c 
re lgious teaching given to children on week days. I began regula 
essons with my boy when he was six years old, and our first lesson wa 

ai > rom t e Bible. One day he surprised me by the question, “ Mothei 
how many Gods are there ? ' ’ 

had Cartier, who had made him ; God the Son, wh 

one tho m° r Hol y Ghost, who makes him holy — three, yt 

one, the Blessed Trinity. 

remember *1?^/ ^° r ^ et ^ lat l ess on, his interest was so delightful, and 
been led to ^ to te ^ m y husband how, without intending it, I ha 

ITnce ,h ‘ , v. C Chi ' d ,h ° doc,rin ' » f «"= Trinity, 
conclusion that tk' 6 noUced m y other children, and have come to th 
statement of d minds re< 3 u ire, and are able to accept, a defi 

Lord’s Bami«rrr ° C * lne - bor instance, after reading the story of 01 
present, I should d^ ^ Three Persons of the Trinity are described a 
efimtely teach the doctrine of the Trinity in the simple- 
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creed, telling the child of his own baptism when, according to our Lord's 
command, he was baptised in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Just as in arithmetic I teach concrete adding of beans and coins-that is 
like the story - and also the multiplication table, the formula-that is like 
the doctrine , the Creed. 

Guyan writes, “ All the acts of life, both the most insignificant and the 
most important, are classed in the child’s mind, rigorously defined 
according to a unique formula, without its clearly distinguishing between 
the reason and the form.” 

I should like to sign myself “ A mother who thinks it her highest 
privilege and happiness to teach her children, and who gains much help 
from the Parents' Review.” 


DEAR EDITOR,— Your magazine is a great help to me; for every year 
makes me more conscious of the responsibilities which the parents have 
in bringing up the treasures God in His goodness sends them. The 
notices of books have been most helpful to me. Can you or your readers 
tell me where I can find a poem that begins — 

William the First for his valor well known 
By the battle of Hastings ascended the throne. 

His acts were all made in the Norman tongue, 

And at eight every evening the Curfew was rung ; 

At which every subject by royal desire 
Extinguished his candle and put out his tire. 

1 only once came across it, but I think it would be a capital help to 
history lessons for children. 

J BLUEBELL. 


Dear Editor,— I have tried in vain to get either Vol. 1. or III. of 
Parents' Review . Our bookseller tells me both are out of print, and as 
I am very anxious to have the complete work, I am now writing to ask if 
you could insert a notice in Parents' Review, asking if any reader could 
let me have the books either bound or in parts. Of course I should be 
willing to give a fair price for them. Address : Mrs. Malcomson, 
Mayfield, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, Ireland. 

[Want of space compels us to postpone several interesting letters.] 



